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480-753-4166
djvontersch@q.com
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HISTORIAN
ROGER MUNCHBACH
480-705-9527
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CHAIRMAN
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FINANCE OFFICER
GERALD KRAMER
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REPORT FROM THE JUNE 21, 2017, MEETING:
12 members and guests were in attendance.
First Vice Commander Bob Smithson reported that the 2016-2017
membership year for Post 64 was ending at 112% of goal (194 of 177).
Second Vice Commander Pete Meier reported that the Golf
Tournament has now been set for December 16 at the Legacy Golf
Course on Baseline Rd. and 32nd St. in Phoenix. The Committee needs
volunteers, sponsors, and recruiters. (See ad later in newsletter.)
The membership approved the 2017-2018 Budget.
60 people attended the Flag Disposal Program on June 14. New
Officers for 2017-2018 were installed.
SUMMER ACTIVITIES:
Color Guard presented Colors for ARC Fourth of July Celebration.
Color Guard participated in Color Presentation Competition at
Department of Arizona Convention on June 24, receiving third place.

COMMANDER’S COMMENTS: (from Commander Ed Mangan)
It is time to get back to work for the POST. We all need to start or continue to be involved. Volunteerism is our
lifeblood. We need more individuals to step up. Our schedule is getting full already. The annual golf tournament
needs a few more workers. We need to sign up golfers and sponsors. Every Post 64 member should be able to
sign up one golfer or one sponsor. Our golf outing is on December 16 at the Legacy Golf Club. Pete Meier and
Doug Patterson have all the details.
Then on September 19 at Noon, we will be having a Chamber of Commerce Ribbon Cutting at the ARC. Post 64 is
now a member of the Ahwatukee Foothills Chamber of Commerce. And we are all members. Every one of us can

participate in all CoC activities. The Chamber will help us promote our golf tournament as well as help us locate
new members.
We are approaching Veterans Day and our Color Guard is getting busy. If you have any extra time, please
consider joining our Color Guard. Contact Dave VonTersch.
I would like to thank the new slate of officers for our Post. The key to any successful organization is involvement.
Attend our meetings, take part in some of our numerous activities, or just volunteer. Just help a little. We need
new members, but we also need them to get involved. It takes a lot of dedicated members and non-members to
make our Post successful as we have been for decades. I am grateful to everyone who has stepped up to help.
Plus, it is nice to have the access to the ARC facilities to have our meetings. Most other Posts meet in smoke-filled
bars. We don’t have those problems. Many thanks to the ARC.
Don’t forget that our meetings are held every third Wednesday at 3:00 pm at the ARC, except for July and August.
If you have a neighbor or a friend who is a veteran, ask them to join us. It has been proven that the personal
contact is the best way to increase membership. Try it. There are many activities in our Post 64, attend as many
as you can.
CONDOLENCES:
--To the family of Post 64 member Randolph Scott who passed away in April 2017. Randolph was a Viet Nam era
Air Force veteran. He joined the American Legion in 2014.
--To Jane Nesbitt following the death of her son Tom in May 2017.
--To the family of Ray Ehret who passed away June 15, 2017. Ray was a Paid-Up-For-Life member of Post 64 with
22 years of continuous membership in the American Legion. He was a Viet Nam era Army veteran.
--To the family of Past Department Area B Vice Commander Michael Thelen (Post 26) who passed away August 9,
2017. Michael was a staunch advocate for homeless veterans in Arizona. He and his wife Mary Lou had visited
Post 64 meetings on several occasions.
--To the family of Rose Cherep, who passed away August 12, 2017.
--To the family of Post 64 member William Shestko who passed away August 24, 2017. William was a Viet Nam
era Air Force veteran with 12 years of membership in the American Legion.
MEMBERSHIP: (from First Vice Commander Bob Smithson)
We exceeded our 2017 goal of 172 paid up members. We reached 194 paid members or 112% of our goal. Your
Post, Legion, and veterans want to thank you for your support for our local and national programs.
Our goal for 2018 is set at 196 members. Please help us attain this goal by enlisting one new eligible veteran to
your Post. To date 94 have renewed, including 11 Paid-Up-For-Life Members and 31 who paid online.
Remember the fast and easy way to renew, if you can, is online at www.legion.org/renew. Our dues remain at
$30.00 for the 2018 membership year.
Looking forward to seeing all at our September meeting.
ENROLLING FOR VA MEDICAL BENEFITS: (from Service Officer John Boyer)
I recommend using the Southeast VA Clinic in Gilbert at 3285 S. Val Vista Dr. The site is on Val Vista north of the
202. Their phone number is 480-397-2800. Hours are 7:30 am to 4:00 pm.
You do not need an appointment, but I recommend getting there early, and ask for “Enrollment”. The wait time
has been very short for me and for the clients I have driven there.
You will need your military discharge papers (DD-214). You should also obtain your military health records if you
don’t have them. They are not necessary for enrollment, but may be helpful for your physical exam with your
Primary Care Doctor, who should be assigned to you at enrollment. I can assist in requesting your records if you
don’t have them. Please call or email me with any questions you may have. 520-705-7185 nisjohn@cox.net
LEGION CAP ETIQUETTE: (taken from 2017 Officers’ Guide and Manual of Ceremonies)
1. The Legion cap, uniform, or regalia should be worn by its member only when in attendance at official Legion
meetings or ceremonies, as official guests at patriotic or other civil functions, or by individuals when officially
representing The American Legion on public occasions. A LEGIONNAIRE IS CONSIDERED TO BE IN UNIFORM IF
WEARING AN OFFICAL AMERICAN LEGION CAP. Therefore, it is not proper to wear a Legion cap while eating a
meal.

2. The cap should be worn in a place of worship only by the guard of honor while in marching order or standing
guard. When seated, the cap should be removed. Posts marching in formation into a place of worship should
uncover at the door, HOLD THE CAP WITH THE RIGHT HAND OVER THE HEART, WITH THE AMERICAN LEGION
EMBLEM FORWARD, until arriving in the pews and commanded to take seats, and remain uncovered during the
entire service. At the close of the service, upon command, the Post shall rise, hold the cap with right hand over
the hearts, march out of the place of worship, and recover after marching through the door. The cap should be
held over the heart as one approaches the casket.
3. Legionnaires not in formation will uncover upon entering the place of worship, remain uncovered during the
entire service and recover after leaving the place of worship.
4. At the graveside, the cap should be held in the right hand over the heart during the entire service. In cold and
inclement weather, the cap should be worn.
5. In meetings, the cap should NOT BE WORN during the Pledge of Allegiance, prayer (invocation or benediction),
or while standing in silent reverence in memory of departed comrades, when it should be held with the right hand
over the heart.
6. Members of a “presenting Color Guard” wear their caps during the entire presentation. During the Pledge of
Allegiance and singing of the National Anthem, the members of the “presenting Color Guard” SALUTE, BUT DO
NOT SPEAK OR SING.
7. Female Legionnaires may remain covered at all times, and should place their right hand over their heart during
the Pledge of Allegiance, the National Anthem, or prayer. They may remain covered during meals.
8. The left side (emblem side) of the cap cannot contain other than the official American Legion emblem and
lettering as set forth by the Post, District, Department, or National.
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NOTES OF FUTURE EVENTS: Oct. 28, Dinner Honoring Vietnam Veterans (see ad in this newsletter)
Dec. 16, Post 64 Golf Tournament (see ad in this newsletter)
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